
Moreover, climate change disproportionately affects people with lower socio-
economic status, who depend on natural resources, and indigenous people who
have special bonds to various natural phenomena and natural sacred sites. In
ASEAN, communities such as those in Jambi Province, Indonesia, and Ratanakiri
Province, Cambodia are examples of this. Furthermore, ASEAN is the home of
multifarious indigenous people, making climate change a crucial issue to tackle at
regional level.

Climate change is also an undeniable threat facing Australia. Australia is now
experiencing higher temperatures, more extreme droughts, floods, and erratic
weather. Such conditions are projected to worsen, with more extreme heat and
dryness creating the perfect conditions for bushfires. Moreover, 90% of Australians live
along the coast. However this is where extreme events are likely to overlap - for
example a tropical cyclone that is combined with intense rainfall, storm surges, and
flooding - endangering lives.

Rising sea levels, retreating glaciers, erratic weather patterns,
diminished amounts of ice, escalating concentrations of
greenhouse gases (GHG), and the increased level of heat on
the surface of the earth are all concrete evidence of its rapid
escalation. In fact, these are among the important points
affirmed by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) along with the warning that the
continued emission of greenhouse gases will increase the
likelihood of severe, pervasive and irreversible impacts.
Furthermore, the latest research indicates that some
damage caused by climate change is irreversible. These
impact not only people, but also plants, animals, and the
ecosystem as a whole. 

Climate change is a
palpable
phenomenon that is
already happening. 
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Climate
Change

Climate change is the long-
term shift in global or
regional climate patterns. 

Climate
Adaptation

Climate adaptation aims to
increase resilience and
reduce vulnerability to
harmful effects of climate
change. 

Climate
Mitigation

Climate mitigation is the
reduction of climate change
effects and activities that
contribute to its increase.

Environmental  Sustainabi l ity

The capacity for biological systems to
endure, remain diverse, and productive over
time. The maintenance of the natural world
and resources, and its ability to co-exist
alongside human civilization.

Natural  Capital  

The world’s stock of natural assets which
include soil, air, and all living things which
makes it possible for humans to derive a
wide range of services (ecosystem services).
Examples include food, water, as well as
physical protection provided by forests.

https://mediaindonesia.com/weekend/250695/masyarakat-adat-peluang-jawaban-krisis-iklim-global
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/cambodia-indigenous-groups-suffer-under-climate-change-deforestation/3102193.html
https://australian.museum/learn/climate-change/climate-change-impacts/
https://aasyp.org/2021/01/21/enhancing-asean-australia-political-action-on-climate-change-to-handle-bushfires/
https://australian.museum/learn/climate-change/climate-change-impacts/
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Climate change is a transboundary matter that has become the defining sustainable development issue
of the 21st century. ASEAN is widely considered one of the world’s most vulnerable regions to the
impacts of climate change. Continuous increases of GHG emissions contribute to higher average
temperatures and cause adverse impacts such as droughts, landslides, food insecurity, and surging
infectious diseases. Over the past five decades, the most economically damaging events in ASEAN were
climate-related. ASEAN’s forests and peatlands have also faced severe degradation driven by economic
activities ranging from logging to intensive agriculture. In Southeast Asia, peatland degradation feeds
climate change by releasing 1.5 to 2 billion tonnes of CO2 per year, around 5% of global fuel emissions. 

Climate change and sustainability in the
region: at a glance

The impacts of climate change are also evident in Australia. According to the 2020 sixth biennial State of
the Climate Report, Australia’s climate has warmed by 1.44°C in the last 110 years, which has led to
unpredictable trends in the frequency and intensity of climate-related events. This includes up to 20%
decrease in rainfall in several regions, a decrease in water flow in streams and rivers, an increase in
heatwaves and extreme fires across large parts of the country, as well as rising sea levels that risk
damage to coastal infrastructure and communities. These are events that pose a significant threat to
both human and wildlife existence.
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https://environment.asean.org/asean-working-group-on-climate-change/
https://asean.org/storage/2020/10/The-ASEAN-Magazine-Issue-5-September-2020.pdf
http://www.bom.gov.au/state-of-the-climate/


One major contribution of CO2 production and GHG emissions comes from the use
of fossil fuels such as coal, oil and natural gas. According to the IPCC, CO2 emissions
from human activity need to decrease by about 45% from 2010 levels by 2030 in
order to reach net-zero by 2050. This is in line with the central objective of the 2015
Paris Agreement which is to pursue efforts to limit global temperature increase to
well below 2°C, preferably 1.5°C compared to pre-industrial levels. However, although
ASEAN Member States and Australia are parties to the Paris Agreement and
signatories to the UNFCCC, much work remains to be done in order to prove their
commitment in transitioning to clean and renewable energy. Indonesia is the world’s
largest coal exporter by weight, followed by Australia. Vietnam is also another ASEAN
country that heavily relies on coal to propel economic growth and sustain livelihoods,
although the region is slowly shifting its vision to secure a more sustainable energy
pathway. In Australia, coal accounts for more than 50% of the country’s energy
exports and fossil fuels dominate the country’s top three primary sources of
domestic energy consumption. 
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Why are these issues important to the
region?

Climate action and net
zero emissions

Circular economy and
waste management
A transition from linear to circular economy is essential to combat climate change,
manage resource depletion, as well as achieve inclusive and sustainable growth. This
approach has been identified as a major opportunity which could support the
development of new industries and jobs and maximise use of natural resources. In
terms of waste management, plastics are estimated to account for 80% of 
all marine debris in the ocean. Not only oceans, debris overload also 
contaminate lands, and threaten human and animal health. 
Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbates this 
problem due to increased wastes resulting from the 
utilisation of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
such as masks, gloves, and packaging made from l
ong-lasting single-use plastics. 

In Australia, 130,000
tonnes of plastic are

estimated to leak into
the marine environment

each year

https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://www.iea.org/reports/coal-2020/trade
https://www.iea.org/reports/southeast-asia-energy-outlook-2019
https://www.ga.gov.au/scientific-topics/energy/overview
https://www.ga.gov.au/scientific-topics/energy/overview
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/explore/plastics-and-the-circular-economy
https://www.wbcsd.org/Overview/Panorama/Articles/The-circular-economy-s-natural-logic
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/marine_plastics_issues_brief_final_0.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/marine_plastics_issues_brief_final_0.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/marine_plastics_issues_brief_final_0.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8064874/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8064874/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8064874/
https://www.wwf.org.au/news/blogs/we-have-the-solutions-to-help-end-plastic-pollution-in-australia#:~:text=In%20Australia%2C%20we%20consume%203.5,that's%20heavier%20than%20two%20Titanics.


Approximately 75% of all emerging infectious diseases are zoonotic, that is,
transferred to people from wildlife. In the past, this has resulted
 in diseases such as Ebola and Bird Flu. Similarly, although the 
origins of the COVID-19 outbreak are currently a matter of 
debate, it is widely believed that the coronavirus originated 
from wildlife. The relevance of this is that people have been 
engaging in practices that disrupt the natural habitat of 
animals and raise risks of disease transmission. These include 
the destruction and conversion of forests and other wildlife 
spaces, illegal wildlife trade, intensive farming, and pollution. 
The COVID-19 pandemic highlights the importance of preventing 
biodiversity erosion to create a more sustainable future, and prevent future
pandemics. Without action, ASEAN is projected to lose 70–90% of habitats and 13–
42% of species by the year 2100. The matter of enhancing coordination in addressing
zoonotic diseases and antimicrobial resistance has also been identified in the
ASEAN-Australia Plan of Action (2020-2024).

90%

42%

ASEAN has indicated that circular economy is part of their priority agenda and
shown continuous commitment to addressing marine debris through collective
action. In Australia, approximately 130,000 tonnes of plastic are estimated to leak into
the marine environment each year. While the government recognises the severity of
the issue and demonstrates commitment through various means, more needs to be
done to raise awareness and incentivise concrete action.
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Rebalancing the relationship
between people and nature

Maximum projected loss
of habitats and species,
respectively, in ASEAN 

by 2100

https://www.unep-wcmc.org/news/six-ways-conserving-and-sustainably-using-nature-could-prevent-future-pandemics
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-who-calls-for-further-studies-data-on-origin-of-sars-cov-2-virus-reiterates-that-all-hypotheses-remain-open
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-who-calls-for-further-studies-data-on-origin-of-sars-cov-2-virus-reiterates-that-all-hypotheses-remain-open
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-03-2021-who-calls-for-further-studies-data-on-origin-of-sars-cov-2-virus-reiterates-that-all-hypotheses-remain-open
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-cov-2-china-part
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-cov-2-china-part
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-convened-global-study-of-origins-of-sars-cov-2-china-part
http://chm.aseanbiodiversity.org/abo2/abo2_web.php
https://asean.org/storage/2019/08/ASEAN-Australia-POA-2020-2024-FINAL.pdf
https://asean.org/asean-takes-circular-economy-part-priority-agenda/
https://asean.org/?static_post=asean-regional-action-plan-combating-marine-debris-asean-member-states-2021-2025-3
https://www.wwf.org.au/news/blogs/we-have-the-solutions-to-help-end-plastic-pollution-in-australia
https://www.environment.gov.au/marine/marine-pollution/marine-debris
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Why are these issues important for
young people?

Youth are, without doubt, victims of climate change as heirs of our planet.
However, they are also advocates for climate action as the current
generation is not only more aware of the challenges and risks, but also
the opportunities for innovation and solutions for sustainable
development. Such a prospect is heightened by the interconnected and
transnational mobilisation of young people that may lead to potent
power to make their decisions implementable. The World Economic
Forum (WEF) reports that while young people are the least to blame for
climate change, they are often most vulnerable to its effects.  

Young people are the
least to blame for climate
change, yet are the most
vulnerable to its effects. 

This will impact
approximately 213 million

youths in ASEAN and 4
million youths in

Australia
 

These include displacement, lost education, early marriage and mental ill health. 

These issues amplify the importance of transboundary efforts for young people in ASEAN and Australia
to support the existing ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework (ACRF), which was adopted in 2020
to steer the region towards green recovery. Australia has also adopted the Climate Change Action
Strategy to guide the integration of climate change through development assistance programs in the
Indo-Pacific.

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) advises that the COVID-19
pandemic has resulted in daunting impacts to the environment, with CO2
emissions beginning to rise again, alongside high levels of single-use
medical products. Finally, recovery measures put in place by the region’s
governments give little consideration of the long term impact the
pandemic will have on climate change, thus compounding the
existentiality of climate change among youth.

In order to facilitate ASEAN and Australia’s COVID-19 green recovery, efforts must be carried out to stimulate
equity, resilience, sustainability, and progress towards the SDGs by emphasising the need for research to
advance climate adaptation and mitigation. The inclusion of young people in all diversity and the building of
these recovery efforts is crucial for creating a more resilient and sustainable future in ASEAN and Australia.

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/youth-in-action
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/youth-in-action
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/06/why-climate-change-summits-need-young-peoples-voices/
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/zimbabwe/docs/key%20documents/UNDP_ZW_2017ZHDR_Briefs%20-%20Climate%20Change%20and%20Education.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/nov/26/climate-change-creating-generation-of-child-brides-in-africa
https://asean.org/storage/FINAL-ACRF_adopted_37th-ASEAN-Summit_18122020.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/climate-change-action-strategy.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/youth-employment/publications/WCMS_753057/lang--en/index.htm
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What now?

Our region's growing economy relies on fossil fuels. This undermines national pledges to curb carbon
emissions and embrace cleaner energy sources, which endagners both ASEAN and Australia’s
environment. ASEAN and Australia can utilise their mutual interests in a peaceful and stable region to
maximise cooperation and tackle the issue of climate change and sustainability by enhancing the
ASEAN-Australia Strategic Partnership (2020-2024) in the area of environmental recovery. This can be
reinforced in sharing ideas, practices and initiatives. AASYP’s Digital Dialogues welcome inspiring young
people by providing delegates a platform to contribute and discuss pressing issues among regional
stakeholders and policy leaders.
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Australia and several ASEAN
countries are still highly

dependent on fossil fuels, such
as coal, oil and natural gas

https://www.wwf.org.au/news/blogs/we-have-the-solutions-to-help-end-plastic-pollution-in-australia#:~:text=In%20Australia%2C%20we%20consume%203.5,that's%20heavier%20than%20two%20Titanics.

